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Demographics and America: State Population Density and the 2012 Presidential Election: The Romney States

Romney States & Persons per square mile

. Alabama: 94

. Alaska: 1

. Arizona: 56

. Arkansas: 56

. Georgia: 168
Idaho: 19

. Indiana: 181

. Kansas: 35
Kentucky: 110

10. Louisiana: 105
11. Mississippi: 63
12. Missouri: 87

13. Montana: 7

14. Nebraska: 24

15. North Carolina: 196
16. North Dakota: 8
17. Oklahoma: 55
18. South Carolina: 154
19. South Dakota: 11
20. Tennessee: 153
21. Texas: 96

22. Utah: 34

23. West Virginia: 77
24. Wyoming: 6
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Of the 24 states Romney won, per the Census Bureau's 2010 data, NONE had a state
population density of over 200 persons per square mile. In contrast, Obama won 14 states
with population densities greater than 200, plus the District of Columbia.

Romney's five states that were most most densely populated were North Carolina at 196, Indiana
at 181, Georgia at 168, South Carolina at 154, and Tennessee at 153. It's worth noting that
Romney's two most densely populated states--North Carolina and Indiana--were carried by
Obama in 2008.

In comparison, Obama's top five states were in terms of population density were New Jersey at
1,195, Rhode Island at 1,018, Massachusetts at 839, Connecticut at 738, and Maryland at 595.
The District of Columbia, a source of electoral votes, easily went to Obama and had a population
density of 9,857.

For anyone who followed the 2012 general election campaign season, the names Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Virginia, Florida, and North Carolina should sound familiar. They were considered to
be the key swing states upon which the election would hinge.

Of those five swing states, only North Carolina had a population density less than 200. Per the
U.S. Census Bureau, it was 196. The Tar Heel State narrowly went to Romney.

Obama carried the other four major swing states, those being Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and
Florida. All four had population densities greater than 200 persons per square mile, with Ohio at
282, Pennsylvania at 284, Virginia at 203, and Florida at 351.

Please don't misunderstand the larger point. I'm not saying that Romney was absolutely incapable
of winning states with a population density greater than 200 persons per square mile. To the
contrary, | don't believe at all that the 2012 election results were inexorable at all. Simply put, the
2012 electoral map could have turned out differently.

But the fact that Romney only won states with mid-range or low population densities is a
demographic and historical reality of the 2012 Presidential election. The calculation is quite easy
(thanks to the U.S. Census Bureau), but is less easy to explain why that was the case. | believe
that much of the conventional analysis conducted since the 2012 election surely goes a long way
to providing the reasons. But in terms of telling the story of the 2012 Presidential Election, perhaps
it is of some benefit to note more frequently the matter of state population density and the re-
election of President Obama.

------ Mark Leavins, July 7, 2013
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Golly, you have been busy! No surprise on the Romnyites in '‘Bama! Will it ever swing the other
way???
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Short answer: Not in the near future...unless Nick Saban were to seek the presidency as a
Democrat

But Alabama's next door neighbor to the east, Georgia, just might be experiencing enough
demographic change to earn "swing state" status. Recently, | heard Obama campaign strategist
David Axelrod state that they were tempted to make a play for Georgia in 2012, but it fell a little
outside the metrics they were using to determine where to allocate their campaign resources.

In 2016, if the Democrats field a strong ticket, | suspect that they will take a shot at Georgia.
Having said that, 2016 is a long way off in the warped universe of political time.
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